"Living Word

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, Year A

First Reading Ez34:11-12.15-17

You, my flock, | judge between sheep and sheep.

The Lord says this: | am going to look after
my flock myself and keep all of it in view. As
a shepherd keeps all his flock in view when
he stands up in the middle of his scattered
sheep, so shall | keep my sheep in view. |
shall rescue them from wherever they have
been scattered during the mist and darkness.
I myself will pasture my sheep, | myself will
show them where to rest - it is the Lord who
speaks. | shall look for the lost one, bring back
the stray, bandage the wounded and make
the weak strong. | shall watch over the fat and
healthy. | shall be a true shepherd to them.

As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: | will
judge between sheep and sheep, between
rams and he-goats.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 22:1-3. 5-6. R. v.1

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.

1. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing | shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose. (R.)

2. Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit.
He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name. (R.)

3. You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. (R.)

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall
follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall | dwell
for ever and ever. (R.)

Second Reading 1 cor 15:20-26.28

He will hand over the kingdom to God the Father, so that God
may be all in all.

Christ has been raised from the dead, the
first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep. Death
came through one man and in the same way
the resurrection of the dead has come through
one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all
men will be brought to life in Christ; but all of
them in their proper order: Christ as the first-
fruits and then, after the coming of Christ,
those who belong to him. After that will come
the end, when he hands over the kingdom to
God the Father, having done away with every
sovereignty, authority and power. For he must
be king until he has put all his enemies under
his feet and the last of the enemies to be
destroyed is death. And when everything is
subjected to him, then the Son himself will be

subject in his turn to the One who subjected
all things to him, so that God may be all in all.

Gospel Acclamation Mk 11:9-10

Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessings on him who comes
in the name of the Lord!
Blessings on the coming kingdom
of our father David!
Alleluia!

Gospel Mt 25:31-46

He will take his seat on his throne of glory, and he will
separate men one from another.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of
Man comes in his glory, escorted by all the
angels, then he will take his seat on his throne
of glory. All the nations will be assembled
before him and he will separate men one from
another as the shepherd separates sheep
from goats. He will place the sheep on his right
hand and the goats on his left. Then the King
will say to those on his right hand, “Come, you
whom my Father has blessed, take for your
heritage the kingdom prepared for you since
the foundation of the world. For | was hungry
and you gave me food; | was thirsty and you
gave me drink; | was a stranger and you made
me welcome; naked and you clothed me, sick
and you visited me, in prison and you came
to see me.” Then the virtuous will say to him
in reply, “Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you; or thirsty and give you drink?
When did we see you a stranger and make
you welcome; naked and clothe you; sick or in
prison and go to see you?” And the King will
answer, “| tell you solemnly, in so far as you
did this to one of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did itto me.” Next he will say to those
on his left hand, “Go away from me, with your
curse upon you, to the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels. For | was hungry
and you never gave me food; | was thirsty and
you never gave me anything to drink; | was a
stranger and you never made me welcome,
naked and you never clothed me, sick and in
prison and you never visited me.” Then it will
be their turn to ask, “Lord, when did we see
you hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick
or in prison, and did not come to your help?”
Then he will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so
far as you neglected to do this to one of the
least of these, you neglected to do it to me.”
And they will go away to eternal punishment,
and the virtuous to eternal life.’
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Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

The eternal destiny of every human
being of a certain maturity is
determined by decisions made in
relation to food and drink for the
famished, clothing and housing for
those without decent clothing or
shelter, visiting those in
circumstances which cut them off
from life-giving contact with others
(the sick and prisoners).

Those who provide such
assistance, in the words of Pope
Francis, touch the wounds of Christ!
A Christian can be fully conscious
of this, but for non Christians it is
possible to do so without any of our
awareness or belief. Christ is
completely incognito to them:
‘When did we ever see you hungry
and feed you ...?7".

We know the doctrine of the Real
Presence in the poor and
marginalised. Woe betide those of
us who ignore this fact of faith. We
are on the way to a Hellish state of
existence. That is equally possible
for those who do not share our
faith, but who ignore the plight of
the marginalised and continue in a
self-absorbed way.

We could pause for a moment to
pray that we, and many billions of
non-Christians, may hear the
invitation: ‘Come you blessed of my
Father, inherit the Kingdom
prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.’
mtate@bigpond.com



church in Rome towards the end of the Ist

century. He was one of the very first bishops
of Rome — some lists name him as second in line to
St Peter, while others claim he was third or fourth
in line. Although little is know about Clement life,
the early Christian writer, Tertullian, wrote that
Clement was consecrated by St Peter himself.

Pope Clement I was a leading member of the

His letter to the church at Corinth is one of the m
oldest Christian documents to be written since the r o sgwo r

New Testament. Tradition suggests that Clement

was imprisoned by the Roman Emporer Trajan,
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anchor and thrown into the sed. 2: in need of a drink I: the opposite of left
3: ahead, previously 5: someone you don’t know
4: asgpecial chair for kings and queens 6: life that is forever is said to be this
5: to gplit into groups q: of little or no importance
7: peopleofall will be 10: the Son of Man willcomeing_
brought before the Son of Man 1l: an animal that is farmed for its wool

&: unwell

Help the sheep find its way to Jesus.
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